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"The Palestinian experience ts central to understanding what it means to be colonialized
and what it means to resist.”

-Edward Said (The Question of Palestine)

More than 34,500 Palestinians including 14,000 children have been killed, which is more than the
number of children killed in all conflicts worldwide in over four years prior to this. More than
77,700 people have been wounded, with many sustaining life-changing injuries, and over 5,000 are
presumed dead under the rubble as a result of ‘Israel’i attacks on Gaza since October 7, 2023. 70%
of the residential area have been destroyed and 80% of the whole population has been forcibly
displaced. Hospitals, mosques, and bakeries have all been completely destroyed. The genocide,
ecocide, scholarcide, starvation, and targeted killing of children, women, doctors, nurses,
journalists, scientists, academics, and artists persist. United Nations Special Rapporteur on the
Occupied Palestinian Territories, Francesca Albanese states, “During the initial weeks of the
assault, ‘Israel’i forces killed around 250 Palestinians per day, employing an apocalyptic arsenal of
weaponry, including European-made arms, in one of the most densely populated places on Earth.
Approximately 25,000 tons of explosives, equivalent to two nuclear bombs, as well as mines and
hundreds of 2,000-pound Banker Buster bombs were used. That is how they achieved this level of
devastation.” On the 26™ of January ICC recognized the plausibility of genocide. Despite
increasing global outcry to halt this genocide, imperialist nations including the USA, UK, Germany,
Italy and France continue to fund and provide military aid to ‘Israel’” against the Palestinians.

To gain a comprehensive perspective on the Palestine issue, it is crucial to examine not only its
historical background but also the contemporary factors contributing to the ongoing situation.
This article will mainly focus on the contemporary factors.

Imperialism

We find ourselves in an era characterized by imperialism, with several nations, including USA,
China and Russia, seeking to expand their influence by asserting control over the other territories
and countries. We understand that imperialism stems from capitalist production, evolving into
financial capital. In this stage, banks amass significant power by consolidating the wealth generated
by productive manufacturing firms. Presently, we find ourselves in a situation where financial
oligarchies wield more influence than other manufacturing entities within the capitalist system. If
substantial wealth is at disposal, the necessity arises for acquiring more land. This is essential for
extracting raw materials, exercising control over labour, and establishing markets for the produced
goods. This forms the cyclical nature of capitalism and the pursuit of profits. Consequently,
capitalism consistently endeavours to gain control over territories that offer access to all three
crucial elements: land/resources, labour, and markets.

The instruments for manipulating markets include the WTO, which houses a multitude of
agreements, such as TRIPS, covering aspects of intellectual property rights, and the Agreement on
Agriculture. Additionally, the World Bank and IMF, along with bilateral agreements, serve as tools
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to seize land and resources. These mechanisms are employed to enforce the laws and policies of
imperialists, ensuring control over our production and resources.

Imperialist Onslaught

In this era of imperialism, numerous trade and investment agreements have emerged. Notably,
there's the Belt and Road Initiative (BRI) by China, the Comprehensive and Progressive
Agreement for Trans-Pacific Partnership (CPTPP), the Indo-Pacific Economic Framework
Agreement (IPEF), and the India Middle East Economic Corridor (IMEC). These trade
agreements are all encompassing and, spanning across regions such as Asia, Africa, and Latin
America covering a wide geographic expanse. The recent signing of the India Middle East
Economic Corridor IMEC) holds particular significance in the context of Palestine.

Asia is widely regarded as the largest and most lucrative continent for the 21st century due to its
abundant resources, including human resources, oil, and critical trade routes. We are familiar with
India's location. Just north of India is China, and within this region, is Russia. In the era of
imperialism, the significance of the region comprising Russia and China is paramount. The West,
encompassing Europe, North America (Canada and the United States), lacks the geographical
proximity that China and Russia share. China, being inherently Asian, and Russia having a long
history with predominantly Asian countries, positions them uniquely in this geopolitical landscape.
These two imperial powers have a lengthy historical connection and geographical proximity to
some of the nations’ globally. Among these nations are Singapore, Malaysia, the Philippines, and,
notably, India, which presently boasts a thriving economy. It is imperative for us to comprehend
the significance of this region, as it plays a crucial role. The United States, in particular, holds a
strong aversion towards China, driven by their desire to exert control over this strategic area. The
ongoing rivalry between the Chinese and American interests further intensifies the dynamics in
this region.

U.S Imperialism

The U.S. support for the Zionist project despite its relatively small size, stems from a combination
of factors. The primary objective is to impose U.S. and Western domination over the Arab region
in the context of significant geopolitical considerations, at play. These include the rich oil and gas
resources and critical trade routes that give access to Africa, Asia and beyond. And now, in the
current multipolar imperialist rivalry at play, the US wants dominance to keep China at bay. To
summarise, ‘Israel’ serves as a crucial ally for the United States in the MENA region.

The strong economic and military aid from the U.S. to ‘Israel’ is rooted in their genocidal alliance,
with shared intelligence and military cooperation. The influence of pro-’Israel’ lobbying groups in
the U.S. also plays a role in shaping policies and securing aid. Additionally, the presence of dual
nationalities among top U.S. officials underscores the deep connections between the two nations.

The substantial financial and military support that ‘Israel’ receives is evident in the significant
amounts of aid it has received over the years. From 1946 to 2022, ‘Israel’ has received a total of
almost $300 billion, surpassing the assistance provided to many other nations. (Sozrces: United
States Agency for International Development (USAID); Congressional Research Service.) Last
November, the U.S. House of Representatives passed a plan providing $14.5 billion in military aid

for ‘Israel’ to support its efforts, particularly in the context of the Gaza conflict. In April 2024,

news reports indicated that the Biden administration was contemplating new military sales to
TIsrael’, totalling over $18 billion.
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The USA had provided a total of $476.9 million for missile defence in 2023 for ‘Israel’.

Additionally, the United States provides substantial military assistance, including weaponry, to
TIsrael’. With over 750 bases globally, the U.S. maintains 22 aircraft carriers—massive ships

equipped to sustain themselves for extended periods, featuring launching pads and aircraft landing
capabilities. These bases function as self-contained entities, scattered across the world. The U.S.
military-industrial complex stands as the largest in the world, and its support plays a significant
role in aiding ‘Israel’ amid the ongoing conflict.

We are also contending with NATO, a North Atlantic Treaty Organization comprising more than
30 countries. This alliance includes all G7 nations — the United States, Canada, the United
Kingdom, Italy, Germany, France, and Japan. It is important to note that NATO is heavily
influenced by the USA. NATO only called for a humanitarian pause but has not explicitly endorsed
a cease-fire. This position reflects the stance adopted by the alliance. On the opposite side, we find
ourselves part of a semi-feudal, semi-colonial structure where our elite are largely under the
influence of Western nations, or increasingly, in the current context, with the Chinese.

It is crucial to point out that when UN Security Council resolutions calling for a ceasefire in Gaza
were proposed, the USA has exercised its veto power on three separate occasions to date.

Geo politics in the recent past

Let us now turn our attention to understanding the reasons behind the current war against
Palestinians. This can be linked to three significant geopolitical developments in the past three to
four years: 1) The Abraham Accords (2020): This international agreement involving Judaism,
Christianity, and Islam has played a pivotal role in shaping the geopolitical landscape, potentially
influencing the dynamics in the region; 2) I2U2 (2021): The collaboration between ‘Israel’, India,
the United Arab Emirates, and the United States in this initiative holds relevance in
comprehending the geopolitical shifts and alliances that may have contributed to the situation in
Palestine and 3) IMEC — India Middle East and Europe Economic Corridor (2023): The
establishment of the India Middle East and Europe Economic Corridor in 2023 introduces an
economic dimension to the geopolitical landscape.

The Abraham Accords, are mutual agreements fostering Arab-Israeli normalization. As
previously noted, the acceptance of ‘Israel’ by Muslims has historically been a challenging
endeavour. The United States played a pivotal role in changing this approach. Given the
longstanding and robust relationships that Americans have cultivated with Saudi Arabia, the UAE,
Jordan, and Qatar, coupled with significant geopolitical developments such as the conquest of Iraq
and involvement in Syria post-9/11, the U.S. actively engaged with Arab nations. The United States
articulated a narrative that emphasized a shared Abrahamic heritage among Islam, Judaism, and
Christianity. Acknowledging Abraham, referred to as Ibrahim in Islam, as a foundational figure
for all three religions, the U.S. proposed a vision of commonality. The objective was to foster
normalization, urging acceptance of ‘Israel’ as a step toward achieving peace. The United States
Trump’s administration played a mediating role in facilitating the signing of the Abraham Accords,
a historic agreement inked between ‘Israel’, the United Arab Emirates (UAE), and Bahrain in
September, 2020. In December, 2020, the ‘Israel-Morocco normalization agreement was
formalized. As part of the agreement, Morocco officially recognized ‘Israel’i sovereignty. In

reciprocation, the United States acknowledged Moroccan sovereignty over Western Sahara.

Simultaneously, in 2021, Sudan also entered into the Abraham Accords, formalizing the
normalization of ties with ‘Israel’. In fulfilment of a commitment, the United States not only
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removed Sudan from the list of countries supporting terrorism but also reaffirmed a prior pledge

to furnish a bridge loan and the U.S. Treasury has officially entered into a loan agreement to
facilitate the clearance of Sudan's $1.2 billion arrears with the World Bank. During the COVID
period, this major development unfolded as Arab countries began to normalize relations with
‘Israel’, influenced by U.S. diplomacy. This shift marked a significant departure from previous
geopolitical stances. If the UAE formally recognizes ‘Israel’ and is followed by the influential Arab
nation of Saudi Arabia, there is a likelihood that other Muslim and Arab countries may also
consider recognizing ‘Israel’.

1202

The second significant development is referred to as 12U2, with "I" representing India and ‘Israel’,
and "U" the UAE and the USA. Established in October 2021 subsequent to the Abraham Accords
between ‘Israel’ and the UAE, 12U2 was conceived to address matters related to maritime security,
infrastructure, and transportation within the region. Originally named the 'International Forum for
Economic Cooperation,' it was commonly denoted as the 'West Asian Quad' during that period.
12U2 initiative focused on joint investments, exclusively centered around developmental projects.
Unlike direct normalization efforts, I2U2 aimed to foster collaboration in wvarious sectors,
including water projects, energy initiatives, transportation, food security, health, space exploration,
and technology. The agreement outlined a commitment by the four nations—India, ‘Israel’, UAE,
and the USA—to collaborate and work together in these specific areas.

The UAE, signalling this alignment, pledged a substantial $2 billion for an agriculture and food
project in India. Leveraging the technological and expertise support from the United States and
‘Israel’, the goal is to triple food production within just five years. Numerous initiatives are
unfolding under this comprehensive framework, encompassing areas such as water, energy, and
food security. ‘Isracl”s provision of crucial military technologies to India adds another dimension
to the strategic significance of this collaboration. This initiative aims to forge a relationship
centered on prosperity. It also serves as a subtle counteraction to China, as the United States has
been actively seeking alliances with these nations.

IMEC

mnmaia=-iviiaaie casur-curope

India hosted the G20 summit in Delhi in 2023, Economic Corridor (IMEC)
during which several countries came together to
introduce  The India-Middle  East-Europe
Economic Corridor (IMEC). The participating
nations encompassed members of the European

Union, featuring countries like France, Germany,
and Italy. Despite the United States not being a
European nation, it actively participated in this initiative alongside them. The envisioned economic

corridor comprises two key segments, each playing a vital role in fostering regional connectivity.
The East Corridor, connecting India to the Middle East, establishes a route from the Indian port
of Mundra (Gujarat) on the west coast to the Fujairah port. From there, goods will be transported
via standardized containers to the ‘Israel’i port of Haifa, facilitated by a railroad that spans Saudi
Arabia and Jordan. On the other hand, the Northern Corridor connects the Middle East to
Europe, commencing from Haifa.

This corridor enables the transportation of Indian goods to various European ports, such as
Marseille in France, along with other significant ports in Italy and Greece. Together, these
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corridors form a comprehensive network designed to enhance trade and economic ties between
India, the Middle East, and Europe. The United States, which was one of the initiators of the

IMEC, pushed it as a means to both isolate China and Iran as well as to hasten the normalization

of relations between ‘Israel’ and Saudi Arabia. Implicitly, the India-Middle East-Europe Economic
Corridor (IMEC) is anticipated to serve as a counter-economic corridor to China's Belt and Road
Initiative (BRI) in 2013. BRI, also known as the New Silk Road, is the initiative initially aimed to
connect East Asia and Europe through extensive development and investment projects. Over the

past decade, the scope of the BRI has extended to encompass Africa, Oceania, and Latin America,
playing a pivotal role in amplifying China's economic and political sway on a global scale.

IMEC, as envisioned, spans from India to Europe, passing through pivotal nations including the
United Arab Emirates, Saudi Arabia, Jordan, ‘Israel’, and Greece. Arguably the most critical aspect
of this agreement is the incorporation of ‘Israel’, which is historically marked by tensions with
several Arab countries and it results in a ground breaking shift in Middle Eastern dynamics. It is
important to note that this corridor serves as a connection point between ‘Israel’ and its Arab
neighbours, facilitating economic cooperation and fostering a more interconnected Middle East.

The corridor is hope to provide seamless access for consumers and producers to both Europe and
India. Electric cables and pipes carrying clean hydrogen are integral components. One significant
consideration involves green hydrogen, replacing conventional oil, to be transported from the
Middle East in both directions — one route to India and the other to Europe. In light of recent
events, such as the Americans disrupting the North Stream pipeline in Ukraine, it's evident they
aimed to prevent Europe from relying on Russian gas.

They have strategically positioned ‘Israel’ and Saudi Arabia on opposite sides of the map, creating
an impression that Saudi Arabia is not directly involved. However, the IMEC appears to be the
final decisive factor, acting as the proverbial last nail in the coffin. The Palestinians are acutely
aware that if Saudi Arabia becomes increasingly receptive to ‘Israel’, the prospects for Palestine
diminish significantly. This corridor holds profound implications for various reasons, serving as a
critical determinant in the evolving geopolitical landscape of the region.

It is intriguing to examine India's stance within the Belt and Road Initiative (BRI). Integral to the
Belt and Road Initiative BRI, the China-Pakistan Economic Corridor (CPEC) is a collaborative
effort between Pakistan and China. Its primary goal is to bolster connectivity throughout Pakistan
by implementing an extensive network of highways, railways, and pipelines. CPEC strategically
positions China to establish crucial access points to the Middle East and Africa through the
Gwadar port (Pakistan), functioning as a pivotal gateway for China to reach the Indian Ocean.
Having already secured a presence in Chittagong port (Bangladesh), Hambantota port (Sri Lanka),
Port Sudan (Sudan), Maldives, Somalia, and Seychelles, China's control of the Gwadar port
solidifies its comprehensive dominance in the Indian Ocean. It's crucial to emphasize that India

opposes and is not a participant in this initiative. India holds the belief that participation in the
Belt and Road Initiative (BRI) could entail compromising its control over Jammu and Kashmir.
Nevertheless, India, with the backing of the USA, holds a critical position within the India-Middle
East-Europe Economic Corridor (IMEC) in collaboration with ‘Israel’.

One of the concerning aspects is the evident close relationship that the United States has
established with India, a bond that predates recent developments. India's longstanding ties with
‘Israel’, particularly as one of the largest purchasers of ‘Israeli weapons, contribute to the
formation of a coalition of nations. This collective alliance raises concerns about imperialistic
tendencies. These nations, forming alliances to counter China, represent a geopolitical alignment.
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Concurrently, China and Russia are consolidating their relationships with satellite countries. All of
these nations exhibit imperialistic tendencies, contributing to a potentially destructive geopolitical
landscape.

Maps play a crucial role in understanding the geopolitical landscape. If we examine the world map,
what is labelled as ‘Israel’ is, in our view, the entire region is Palestine. Given the proximity of the
Port of Haifa to Gaza, it is crucial for ‘Israel’ to establish complete control over Gaza, ensuring a
seamless implementation of the India-Middle East-Europe Economic Corridor IMEC) in the
future.

Qil and other resources

In 2019, UNCTAD confirmed significant oil and gas reserves in the territories of the West Bank
and Gaza. According to a study titled "The Economic Cost of Occupation for the Palestinian
People: The Unrealized Oil and Natural Gas Potential,' there is an opportunity to distribute and
share approximately US$524 billion among the different parties in the region. The study
emphasizes that this potential distribution could be a means to foster peace and cooperation

among historical adversaries. The study further highlights that ‘Israel”s exploitation of Palestinian
natural resources, particularly oil and natural gas, imposes significant costs on the Palestinian
people. These costs escalate as the occupation persists, as cautioned in the study. The crucial
question arises: whose oil and gas reserves are being referred to in this context? These resources
rightfully belong to Gaza and the West Bank, not ‘Israel’. The Zionist agenda appears driven by a
desire to gain control of the oil, coupled with a clear intent to permanently remove the Palestinians
from the entire territory of Palestine, and eradicating completely the Palestinian identity finalising
the settler colonial occupation. Therefore, the ongoing genocide against Gaza is crucial for
apartheid Israel’s agenda.

The next critical issue to consider is the proposed Ben Gurion Canal proposed by “Israel”. While
the Suez Canal, built during the colonial period, is currently under Egypt's control there ate
discussions about the construction of the Ben Gurion Canal originating in the 1960s. Presently, all
ships traveling from Asia to Europe pass through the Suez Canal, contributing significantly to
Egypt's revenue from this strategic waterway. As ‘Israel’ intensifies its bombing campaign against
Gaza, there is growing speculation about this old plan to establish a canal as an alternative to the
Suez Canal. Supported by the USA, the proposed Ben Gurion Canal is neatly one-third longer
than the existing 193.3km Suez Canal, which presently manages about 12 percent of the world's
shipping trade. If the project comes to fruition, it has the potential to disrupt global trade dynamics
by challenging and breaking Egypt's monopoly over the crucial trade route between Europe and

Asia.  https://www.trtworld.com/middle-east/what-is-"Israel’s-proposed-ben-gurion-canal-and-
is-it-related-to-gaza-16098520
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"The only thing stopping the newly-revised project from being revived and rubber-stamped is the
presence of the Palestinians in Gaza," Ridley wrote in an opinion piece “An alternative to the Suez
Canal is central to ‘Israel”s genocide of the Palestinians”. The suspicions surrounding ‘Israel’s
intense military actions in Gaza, aiming to inflict significant harm and potentially eradicate the
Palestinian population, become clearer when considering its plans for the Ben Gurion Canal. The
construction of the Ben Gurion Canal can be seen as another strategic move to counter China, as
a significant portion of Chinese trade may be diverted away from it. These expansive programs
highlight the comprehensive strategies employed by imperialist powers in shaping global trade
routes and geopolitical dynamics.

Conclusion

It is evident that policymaking in our countries is not always aligned with the will of the people.
Currently, there is a widespread global outcry against the actions of the US and ‘Israel’, particularly
concerning the ongoing conflict. Millions of people, with increasing numbers, are taking to the
streets, demonstrating and demanding an end to the ongoing genocide in Palestine. In recent days,
we are witnessing a new wave of protests by university academics and students mainly from the
West, calling for the cutting of ties with ‘Israeli-funded companies and a permanent ceasefire in
Gaza Despite the widespread global outcry and demonstrations, it is evident that the concerns and
demands of the people have not been heeded by those in power.

The lesson we have learned is that imperialism often utilizes legal methodologies, within the
framework of international law. For instance, organizations like the WTO operate with a legal
framework, despite criticisms of its legitimacy. They exert control over sovereign states through
IMF conditionalities. Under the guise of providing a bailout, additional conditions are imposed, as
evidenced by how Sudan was compelled to normalize relations with ‘Israel’ under the Abraham
Accords. The facade of human rights and democracy, as exemplified by incidents like the use of
Agent Orange in Vietnam during the 1960s, exposes the limitations and contradictions within the
framework of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights (UDHR). The UN's ability to address
and prevent such brutal actions has been called into question. Governments acknowledge and
conform to these international systems, but when faced with implementation challenges that are
deemed unacceptable, we witness resistance and opposition to such frameworks, like, what we
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witnessed in Iraq, experienced in Afghanistan, and many may not recall the events in Vietnam,
have parallels with the ongoing situation in Palestine.

This is the challenge we confront, regardless of whether it is ‘Israel’, the US, China, or Russia. The
prevailing mode of operation appears to be consistent across these powers. In our current
imperialist era, it is crucial to recognize that nations engage in wars primarily for resources.
Colonialism initiated this trend, and imperialism persists in this pursuit. The ongoing genocide in
Gaza serves as yet another example of the relentless quest for land and resources, a pattern that
imperialists perpetuate. This vulnerability stems from the absence of an alternative doctrine and a
different approach to economic and social structures. The prevailing system, which holds
dominance, is capitalism, particularly in its monopoly form. The need for exploration and adoption
of alternatives beyond this framework is imperative.

The global support for Palestine is conspicuous, especially from the Global South. South Africa,
which successfully resisted apartheid, stands as a compelling example, demonstrating the
significance of standing against genocide and showing solidarity with Palestine.

The complex geopolitical landscape, intertwined with economic corridors, agreements like the
Abraham Accords, and imperialist agendas, plays a pivotal role in shaping global dynamics. The
resistance against injustices, such as the ongoing genocide in Gaza, calls for a critical examination
of dominant systems like capitalism and the need for alternative doctrines. The imperative to
decolonize extends across social, political, economic and legal to scrutinize the impact of current
forms of post-colonialism on all of us as individuals and collectives. As Mahmood Mamdani states,
‘Palestinians have a right to resist. This is a colonial occupation, not a conflict’ and the conclusion
is clear for us: Resistance is imperative.

* Hasanah Cegu from Sri Lanka and Azra Sayeed from Pakistan are activists who stand in absolute
solidarity with the people of Palestine.



