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Feminist Collective For Economic Justice Statement on Sri Lanka's Proposed
National Budget for 2023

The Government’s budget presented on 14th November, 2022 is incredibly
callous. It fails to acknowledge the suffering Sri Lankans are enduring due to the
economic crisis. The budget speech refers to ‘rapid economic growth’ and
‘economic modernization’ as the way forward, which are unrealistic in the current
scenario. While many Sri Lankans are experiencing hunger, it received no mention
in the budget speech. At a time when proposals ought to be overtly people
centered to mitigate the humanitarian impact of the crisis, the budget reflects a
serious disconnect from the realities of ordinary people of this country.

We are appalled that while admitting to the failure of economic policies since the
late 1970s, there is a direct laying of blame with the people. Demonstrating a
complete lack of awareness of people’s lives in the past and present, the budget
speech says, “We got lazy day by day. People got used to getting everything from
the government,” casting hardworking people as lazy and discrediting their
contribution to the economy. It is timely to recall that the shift to the
liberalisation model pushed Sri Lankans into employment under harrowing
working conditions to be exploited as cheap labour. The Sri Lankan economy has
and continues to survive upon the shoulders of the workers, primarily women, in
these sectors of unfair labour - garments, migrant labour and plantations.

It is an abject failure of the government to take responsibility for the crisis that
the working poor in Sri Lanka find themselves in today. The crisis is a direct result
of ill-conceived economic policies over the years by the ruling class, including by
investing foreign debt into projects that did not benefit the working people.

Women’s Labour

The proposed budget fails to acknowledge the burden of the crisis on women and
only refers to the elusive category of ‘young women entrepreneurs’. Thousands of
women are leaving as migrant workers to send hard earned remittances to the
country. Where are they in this budget?

An entrepreneurship model based on microfinance loans is already established as
deeply problematic. For years, this country has failed to provide solutions to the
widespread and overwhelming household debt cycles that the poor have been
thrown into, as a result of these loans. Those affected by microfinance loans,
some of whom have taken their own lives, have made the horrors of these loans
well known through long standing protests. The budget also fails to recognize the
increase of violence against women this year. Women are bearing the brunt of this
crisis and this budget attempts to transfer the burden of economic recovery
squarely on to women as well.
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